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:], ■ attention of the botanists of the world toward botanical activity in 



congress 


that its well 


ti hrrs could desire, it may yet be the means of eventually securing 


ujx>n 


vhtch alI will be willing to concede authority. 


CURRENT LITERATURE. 

A guide to wild flowers. 


A "hort cut is always in order. Very frequently, however, one 
to he well posted in the geography of a country before a short 
tWn safe. It seems to us so with the book before us. 1 

rx. Dana endeavors to make a book which shall enable one to 
pilots which he is able to find without using “some key which 
^fltJ»e> bristles with technical terms and outlandish titles,” and this 

* C ' r naines a ^ one serve as a clue to their entire histories.” 

of t i „ l K ectet ^ a ^ )out 400 of the most conspicuous flowering plants 
^ * northern United States, omitting the commonest and best 

;v rj X as those with inconspicuous flowers, or those which are 

q: f( j ** ce ^ as escapes from gardens. Illustrations of very de* 

,4. ^ , f ' I'* exce ^ ence a nd accuracy are used freely. Ninety-seven 

1'ia.t^ !U f I^ a tes are original. Those species which are of 

t\Qm^ aut ' ! ' nterest » or frequency, have been selected for these 


1*1 

nJ 


iod df S arearra nged in accordance with their colors and the sea- 
3l *dbnaw> in ^ AVhite, yellow, pink, red, blue and purple, and 

3rC S ' x ma ' n groups. It would seem however 

f ,T? oient T|» r su ^ eac ^ s t^ an these would have been exceedingly 
Hir •. :oo rt C '•’’criptions of the plants with white blossoms cover 
: Wit Jn - n< ^ ° ne ^ as to over a considerable number of 

^ °f the wh*° an ' ^ ant rnay have in hand. Nearly 

•'.and fort C 0we . rs enil merated belong to distinctively spring 
^ 1 * ^ )a ^ es ’ s rat her a large area through which to look for 

^ 0a r judgment the book would have been greatly im* 
•uthor introduced some simple artificial keys which 

on e in the path in which he is now left to grope. 







Mii> _ — 

W a Rc j hah!» r, ^ RR: How to know the wild flowers: a guide to the 

Third edition S ° ° Ur CommoT1 wild flowers. Illustrated by Marion 
1 1^ I2m °- pp. xvi + 298. pi. 104. New York: Cbas. 
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The book will be for amateurs a useful supplement to Gray’? Viz 


ual, but it is doubtful if they will reach certainty with this boot* 

m a a _ 


readily as with that. The difference in the number of technit il *» 


which it is necessary to know in order to use the two books is 





great as appears at first sight. 


A reader in botany . 1 


1 he second part of Miss Newell’s Reader in botany is as adm ral»’< 

W 


in its selections and in the topics chosen as has been her other bout 


ical work. The articles are taken from such authors as D.mi 


Sprengel, Kerner von Marilaun. Wallace, Gray, Grant Allen. Lib 


bock, Halsted, and Mrs. Buckley. Several of the chapters arr - 


with the author, and one on the common dandelion has been *rttn 
for the reader by Mr. F. Le Roy Sargent. The topics chosen arrtefl 
calculated to stimulate interest in the minds of young studiuft 




they are all directed toward the interesting and attractive (tarts * 


plant life. Here are some of the subjects:—cross fertiliiMtmn:;."•* 


tection of pollen; attractive and protective colors of fruit' ■ 

a__1 1_L * i _ _ C ___ i_ _ __ I i.! ^ +> ^ fl r\u»n rC • ^fWuI H HI 


how seeds travel; habits of insects in relation to flowers; epochs 


history of botany. 


If such books were more often seen in high schools and sti.' 


were taught thus to observe the habits of plants, we should hea 

^ a a v a . I 




complaint from students that they never did like botany 

_ _ ^ V I •• i A 


* 


should have less popular misconception of what botany really is 


Minor Notices. 


Dr. B. L. Robinson 


caryophyllaceous groups 


have to do with the forthcom 


x has published his present views ot ^ 
ips-, views that are of special 15 

rthcoming part of the Synoptical *o a ^ ^ 


closely allied genera Silene, Lychnis, and Agrostemtna are ^ 

.... _ /-r._<rvencnw»"" 


on the old lines. Silene is credited with fifty species, seven 




_ _ _ ^ ___ _ , __ _ 1 , ► *. 

introduced, and one is new, another being transferre ‘ . 


Several new varieties are made, S. Douglasii being e'P-e " 3 • ^ 

_ . . author ' 


Lychnis also contains a new species. Others -e, the au _ 
a very conservative presentation of a group in widen 1 ^ ^ 


In thisconnec 


vexed questions as to generic delimitations. wflliai*- 

tion may be called to the suggestion of Mr. Frederic • — 


I ♦< - 


Flower and 




'Newell, Jane H.:—A reader in botany. Fart 2 

J - i2mo, pp v,+ ty " 


and adapted from well known authors. 

Ginn & Co. 1893. 

2 Robinson, B. L.: —The North American 
Amer. Acad. xxvm. 124-155. [June 22, 1S93 ] 



t - 


Silene* and 




iicr. Acaa. axvIII. 1^4-1^^). I J uuc *; A ' C r v rbai 3 

3 Williams, Frederic N.:— The disintegration 


loam 




any, xxxi. (1893). 167. 
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rearrangement 


pfr>cntin 



af generic lines. Taking the species represented by 
L) dm is, and Agrostenima, he finds that there are two primary 
bl dr. ifions based on whether the capsule is truly unilocular or has re* 
~i:M of dissepiments at base. The latter will include most species of 
>. me, and exclude S. noctifloraand S. Virginica, for which (with some 

■' Lychnis) Rohling’s genus Melandryum stands waiting. 

i uriher subdivisions are suggested, which are summarized in a table 

• _ 

than nine genera. This is surely at the other ex- 
^ from (he view which would consider that all three allied species 
tLa1J he merged into one group. The nine genera suggested by Mr. 
Hliim.N are Agrostemma, Lychnis (very much restricted), Coronaria(a 
•innon genus revived to contain certain species usually referred to 
ycbtm), Petrocoptis (a genus founded by A. Braun to further circum- 
Lychnis), Heliosperma(agenus of Reichenbach founded for the 
■•Cpurpose), an ^ Melandryum, all of which belong to the Lychnis- 

f avofumloi ular capsules. I'heprop)osed genera of theSilene-group 
icariaof Rohling, Eudianthe of Reichenbach and Silene. 

*• Roland 1 haxter has just published a fourth contribution on 



laceae 


^ . These papers are but preliminary to an illus- 

T ' r g roi ip- The present paper is based upon 

• f;- 3 C 1 eCu< ^ ( ^ ur * n & die past year in Maine and Massachusetts and 

'r co ^ ec ^ ons L oleoptera in the Museum of Comparative 

lotih^a ^he result is astonishing, for the known species 

a, j rea( , C an ^ s ^ven new genera are proposed, and this together with 
>-»i. mrj | fic.itions in forms noticed, indicates the existence of 

majj, Iec f 8 rou P- In two of the new genera the sexes are 

* UP ° n individuals. The apipendages peculiar 

P a ? heretofore called “pseudoparaphyses,” are now recog- 

—and are designated 


k fifti 



t o-as “antheridial appendages.” Of 

Hr >,» nil3 r n , eW s ^ ec ‘ es described in this paper, twenty are referred 
1 to .* a . 0u ^ en ia, five each to Acanthomyces and Ceratomyces, 
: ( es and Corethromyces, and one each to Can- 

Mer bc w itschiella; while the remaining forms are included 

^Minonivces^n^ tf S ^°^ OWS: Haplomyces, having three species; 



*P«cies. 




omv : Fuuinyces, eacn witn two species; uicnomy- 

^_^ces, diomyces, and Dimorphomyces, each including a 

astwood has published a list* of plants growing 

* -«>«. rouk D C« :- 1 -:—r:~ 

i Acad 1 evv s P ec ^ es of Laboulbeniaceae from various localities. 

•S 6 ->SS. [May to. .893.] 

^Francisco [N^ ^ ^° ra ^ enver » Colorado, Zoe Publishing 
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about Denver. It is meant to be something more than a list, fori 
contains more or less of popular description, but in the ab^er*:- i 


ductiy liccu Keys ii can naraiy aia rne Degtnner in discovering theruoa 
of plants. It can be used as a useful check-list by the local bo: r e 
and gives more or less information to the general botanist coi;cer::g 
the Denver flora. 

Dr. Alfred C. Stokes has prepared a set of analytical *ey-•' hr 
the “fresh-water algae and Desmidieae of the United States." In ii 

introduction he makes a strong plea for “analytical keys," da mmj-it 

the ability to readily discover the name of an object will often at¬ 
tract the beginner to further study. These keys, founded upon Rev 
Francis Wolle’s works, will probably enable amateurs to discover the 
names of the fresh-water algae readily enough. There is no quest :o 
that such handy keys of groups stimulate their study. 

A heavy pamphlet from the division of vegetable patholo.) • 
U. S. Department of Agriculture forms bulletin no. 4, and is do# 
to the work of Dr. Erwin F. Smith upon peach yellows. IUT 
tin gives the experiments and conclusions of four years work m testae 
the value of commercial and other fertilizers for the prevention 
cure of yellows. In some parts of the country this method 
much relied upon, having been supported by very good ** 
authority. The extended and careful labors of Dr. Smith. 

show it to be worthless. The experiments upon which this (» 

is based have been very thorough and form an admirableoontifl 
of Dr. Smith’s previous researches upon yellows. 

Dr. L. M. Underwood has published in the Memoirs oft 

rey Botanical Club an index of the literature of the 
purpose of this index is “to present an author catalogue 

‘nib * 1 



tions relating to this group, supplemented by a topical 


purpose of more ready reference. 


It is to be completed by * 

_ -E t k * cf 






of all species described, with references to each of t - n ^ ^ 
nized at the present time, and a classified arrangemen 0^^^, 
to show our present knowledge of their geographic t ^ ^ 
is needless to say that the work will be excee 

students of the Plepatiae. 
pages of the fourth volume of the Memoirs. 

The report of the Division of Vegetable 
Dep’t of Agriculture for 1892, by the 


Analytical Keys to 117^^ 


The present part forms the first» 

Patholog>‘ the 1 

S,‘Mr-B-T. Gallop 



1 Stokes, Dr. Alfred C. :—*—--- - . ictom 
fresh water algse and the Desmidie^ of the Upi 
Edward F. Bigelow, Publisher. Portland, on 
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T*h the work which has been carried on during the year upon 
jrum rust, leaf blight of pear and cherry, black rot of the grape, gun- 
* It -it disease and rust of almond and prune, peach yellows and rosette, 
jor blight, and other diseases of cultivated plants. The results are 
<* ifuit economic value. Attention is called to the urgent necessity 
f giving more attention to questions of physiology in connection with 
pi'.bological investigations. 

Av .'in to the study of the plants of Queensland has been issued 
^ ! tor government press at Brisbane, for free distribution, prepared 
b F. M Hailey, F. L. S., colonial botanist. 1 It embraces some 
Smit of the morphology and physiology of flowering plants, an ex- 
glossary of botanical terms, and the characters of seven of the 
,n, P°rtant orders of Australian plants, i. e., Leguminos®, Myrta- 
Rubiaceae, Composite, Proteaceae, Euphorbiacese, and Gramineae, 
.ether with the characters of all the tribes and of one "*"" c 
‘ under each order. 

t M of the first volume of Contributions from the National 
i-rbirimn is devoted to a systematic and alphabetic index to new 


KtO 



<(T 



w»tring 
Rica, wf 


t is compiled by Miss Josephine A. Clark of the Herbarium 
It is accompanied by a supplement to the index for 1891 
evcral pages, including chiefly some plants from Costa 
were overlooked in the publication of the preceding 

^ ***EkEsnsio pamphlet of thirty-seven pages, by Dr. W. J. Beal, 

^ >een distributed. It contains (T) the report of Dr. Beal 
.v>or of .l . w jg an Agricultural College, for the 


ir 


dc: 


I • j -- l lgl IVUUUIUI 1 * vjjVj 

. - une 3 °» 1892, (2) a chronological history of the botanical 


ewtment 



-j f r ’ , ' v, 6 t > a|| u ^3/ lull repori or inc cAcrusca ai iiiv ' 

corner j|one of the new botanical laboratory. 

- part of Husnot’s Muscologia Gallica has just been 

in ih * C3 ' S sev eral of the genera which have been hftreto- 

fc ‘ l >«pm S< f >Untr ' V rec ^ one d as sub-genera of Hypnum. Ten plates 

u Wor R evidently draws near its close, and 

K 


ItfOfcT /\y 

lave* k J * 1 * 1 S,SAL hemp of Florida, and other fiber-produc- 

^*t^nt T A been P re P ared by Chas. R. Dodge, of the U. S. 




toformat 


Ure. It is well illustrated and contains much 



„ f w __ 

'vo r_; ^ ^mpanion for the Queensland student of plant life 

C R ^, baBe ' Government Printer; 1893. % 

.. on ^ ea f fibers of the United States. Rep- no ; 

""i R*!??*' Pept- of Agriculture, pp. 73. 8vo. 




test 


Dept, of Agriculture. I 
mgton; Gov't, Printing Office. 


10 plates and 


‘893- 







